WEGC Marae Project

The Board of Trustees has committed to a project to scope the possibility of developing a wharenui/marae at Wellington East Girls’ College.  

At the end of the second term, all whānau were invited to attend a meeting to discuss the project and what would be involved in developing a marae at the school. 

In spite of the cold weather, a small group of keen whānau came to school on the evening of 20 July, and spent a couple of hours discussing the plan.  We were well organised by our facilitator – Glenys Hauiti-Parapara who arranged us into small groups to talk about four key issues. There was some great conversation and the following is a summary of the top responses to each question.

Why should WEGC have a wharenui/marae?

· As a place of turangawaewae for Māori students, 

· As a place for all students/staff of WEGC.  

· It should be “a place of inspiration and belonging” and a place of learning and inspiration for all.

What would a wharenui/marae be used for?

· A marae should be used for greeting, meeting and learning.

What needs to be considered when planning the wharenui/marae?

· We need to consider tikanga – how the wharenui will be used – protocols.

· Budget/funding/design and build.  

· It also will need to be able to be used as a teaching space – which is an important aspect to be communicated to the community.

Who needs to be involved in the development of the wharenui/marae?

· We will need to involve local Iwi – and determine how closely we need to work with them, WEGC girls, past, present and future.  

· We will also need to understand how we can determine our tikanga.

There was also good discussion about whether a completely new structure should be built, or whether there is scope to redevelop the two existing classrooms on the lower part of the school grounds.  Sally Haughton noted that a refurbishment project is more likely to be able to receive funding support from the Ministry of Education, and that a completely new structure would have to be funded entirely from fundraising.

We also discussed visiting schools that have already been through the process of building a marae or wharenui – looking at what they have developed and learning from their experiences.

At the end of the meeting it was decided that there are three key next steps:

· Consult with other groups in the school – particularly the girls

· Organise a bus trip to visit and learn from other schools’ experiences

· Continue discussions in Te Whānau Tūtahi about what tikanga means to us, how we consult/include Iwi.

If you would like to know more, or get involved in the discussions – please join us at the next Te Whānau Tūtahi hui – this coming Tuesday 24 August at 6pm in the Village.  You can also contact BOT representatives Yvonne Carroll (yvonne.carroll001@msd.govt.nz) or Amanda Malu (amanda.malu@tec.govt.nz) for further information.

