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Principal’'s Message
Tena koutou katoa

Building Projects

In the last weeks we have begun a
building project to renovate the old gym.
The gym is one of the last remaining
areas of the school identified for
improvement in the current funding
round. The space will be transformed
into a dance and performance venue. It
will be used across the curriculum in
Performing Arts and Physical Education
in particular. It will be a more intimate venue for smaller
performances and meetings. We are looking forward to its
completion at the end of Term 4.

We have completed a comprehensive review of teaching
spaces and have developed a plan which will see the teaching
spaces for all departments grouped together and will
maximise the use of some rooms which are currently under
utilised.

We will be developing computer pods in Mathematics,
Technology, Art and Learning Support. The languages area
will have a video conferencing facility early in 2010.

These building projects are designed to support learning and
teaching and are part of the new strategic direction.

Sally Haughton

Term Dates for September

S-0-0he 1 Winter Tournament Week
2 Yr 9 Course Selection/NCEA Evng 7pm
Massey Univ visit — lunch
BOT student nominations close at noon
ASB Finance Seminar Yrl3 - 8.30-9.30am
Roman Banquet — staffroom 6-9pm
11 PPTA Union Mtg — early closure -12.30 pm
16  All level School Dance — 7-10pm
17 Parents’ Assn Mtg 7.30pm
20 (Sunday) School Art/AH trip to Auck.
21 Music Level 3 solo recital 6pm
21-22  HPV Immunisation Dose 3
22 Board meeting — 6pm
23  Music Level 1 solo recital — 6pm
24 All day Poly group rehearsal at school
Tu Tangata Concert — pm
25 END OF TERM
27 StudentBall Yrl2 & 13 pm
Daylight saving starts

Proposed Changes to Year 10 Curriculum

We would like to thank all the parents/caregivers for your
comments on the proposed changes — either by attending the
meeting or by email.
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Based on your feedback we have made the decision to delay
the implementation for the options to be selected from

different areas until 2011. However, we strongly recommend
that all students consider taking a technology subject and an
arts subject in their selection.

All the other changes for Year 9 and Year 10 will be
implemented.

BOT Spot — Next Meeting 22 September

New Whanau Representatives

At the last meeting in August, Sonny and Karen Jones (our
previous Whanau Representatives) introduced our new
Whanau Representatives, Yvonne Carroll and Amanda Malu.
We are looking forward to having them as part of our team.
Amanda and Yvonne both have students at the college.

Doug Ferry — Chairperson

Parents’ Association — Next Meeting 17 September

We would like to thank Sally Haughton for speaking to us at
our last meeting; the consultation was very successful.

If you would like to be put on to an email list for future events,
please email donna.smith@rongotai.school.nz. ~ We are
hoping to have speakers at our September and October
meetings and we will advise you of these in advance.

T Parents’
1 Association

Mark your diaries now ...
Thursday, 22 October 6.45pm

WEGC Parents’ Association invite both
students and parents to come along and listen
to international speaker, Eva-Maria, author of
the world’s first parenting book written by a
teenager “You Shut Up”.

Trust your Future! Enjoy a powerful and
inspirational speech from the heart of an
eighteen year old building the bridge of
understanding from ‘the other side’ to the
adult world. Discover the real reasons behind
rebels, misbehaviour, scepticism and lack of
communication.

FREE ENTRY
Time:  6.45pm-8pm (Thursday, 22 October)
Venue: The Hall, WEGC




From 20 August, Snapper will be made more
s widely available to children as a way to pay
m for their fares on GO Wellington buses. By
snappering their bus fares, children attending
full time school will automatically be entitled
to a 20% discount off the cash price of a single child bus fare.
These are the following dates to support a smooth transition
for children to make the move to Snapper:
- From Sunday 11 October 2009 , child 10 trip tickets will
no longer be sold.
From Thursday 31 December 2009 , 10 trip tickets will no
longer be able to be used on GO Wellington buses.
From Friday 01 January 2010 , any remaining value on
child 10 trip tickets can be refunded.

Refunds will remain available from GO Wellington until 30
June 2010.

If children currently use a monthly Bus King pass, there is no
change at present. However, 30 day passes will be able to be
loaded on to a Snapper in the near future.

If the student already has a Snapper School ID card, then this
already entitles them to the child discounted fare and they
don’t need another Snapper.
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Has your child been vaccinated against
measles? There is a large measles outbreak
in Canterbury, which has now spread to
other parts of New Zealand, with many cases
in both primary and secondary schools.

Measles is a serious, highly infectious viral illness which is
spread by coughing and snheezing. The first symptoms of
measles are:

Fever

Runny nose

Cough

Sore red eyes (conjunctivitis)
These usually last a few days, then a blotchy red rash
develops on the face and spreads gradually over the body.

People are infectious for 3 to 5 days before the rash and until
4 days after the rash has started. Complications include ear
infections, pneumonia and croup.

The best protection against measles is immunisation. The
MMR vaccine is 90-95% effective with the full course
completed (two doses). If students have not had their MMR
vaccinations, now is a really good time to catch up! Please
contact your doctor who can arrange FREE immunisation.

Payment of School Fees

See school website for payment options and
details
http://www.wegc.school.nz/information/fees

International

A homestay is needed for a 15 year old
Taiwanese student, with a school family if
possible, until the end of the school year.
Please contact Annette Cumming or
Elizabeth Crayford on 385 8514 or emall
international@wegc.school.nz.

Careers

The ABC of Careers Selection
- At this time of the year students in Year 9-12
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are making decisions about their subjects for
2010.

A is for Achievement. This means that students should look
closely at their skills and commit to subjects where they are
likely to experience success.

B is for Inspiration. You are going to spend hours learning this
subject; make sure that it inspires you.

C stands for Career Match. If you have an idea of what you
would like to do once you leave school research the entry
requirements on www.careers.govt.nz .

Careers Chat

On Wednesday 9 September we have a presentation from a
visiting mechanical engineer in the library between 8.45-9.15
am. This presentation will cover all types of engineering, so all
with an interest and aptitude in science and mathematics
could find it useful.

On Wednesday 23 September we have a Wellington East
Girls’ College old girl speaking about her role as a research
scientist.  Advisors will be present on both mornings to assist
with questions relating to training in engineering and job
prospects.

Enquiries

Any student or parent with an enquiry about a future course of
study or work can email our Careers Advisor
sharyn.latta@wegc.school.nz for further information.

Drama Performances

Thursday 10th September  6pm: 'Sticks and Stones' and
'‘Out of your Mind' - two one act plays performed by Level 1
Drama students. Hall. Koha.

Monday 14th September + Tuesday 15th September  7pm:
'Revenge of the Amazons' performed by Level 3 Drama
students. Hall. $5.00.

Friday 18th September P4: All Year 9 + 10 students in the
Hall for a Year 10DD Cultural Dance performance.

Friday 18th September . 6pm. 'What is Love?' - a selection of
Shakespeare's best love scenes performed by Level 2 Drama
students. Hall. Koha.

Library — Wednesday Afternoon Study Time
This term the library is open after school until
|..| 5pm on Wednesdays for general study. Staff
k== member, Teresa Cody, will be supervising

students and they will have access to all of the
resources there, including internet, photocopying and
printing as well as being able to issue books.



Football

WEGC 1* XI have won the Regional Premier Competition and
been crowned Wellington Champs. It was a stunning final
with Wellington East Girls’ College coming back from 1-0
down, to win 2-1. Chelsea O’Callaghan scored both goals.

Also making finals were the Junior A and B teams. Neither
team won but they both had fantastic seasons winning the
majority of their games.

Basketball
The Senior A team took on HVHS in the final of the top
Premiere grade, but they ended up losing 90-56.

The Junior A team won the Wellington Division 2 title.

Hutt Valley High School had won all their games during the
season and had twice previously defeated our team by over
30 points. WEGC, the clear underdogs, stepped up on the
night and won a very tight game 43-40. Grace Aranga scored
18 points.

Thank you and well done to Monica Mercury, coach of the
seniors and to Veronica Thompson, who coached the juniors.

Rugby

The school’'s 10-a-side team made the semi-final of the top
college grade. In a tightly contested game they ended up
losing to Upper Hutt College 33-40.

Nationals
It is winter tournament time and we have seven teams
travelling around the country to compete.

Football are travelling to Napier, Hockey to Taupo, Netball to
Gishorne, Underwater Hockey both Junior A and Senior A to
Christchurch and Badminton to Hataitai.

Good luck to all students, coaches and managers travelling
away, and have a safe trip and a massive thanks to all parent
coaches and managers for all the time and effort put in over
the winter season.

Summer Sports

Summer sport is just around the corner and most summer
sport will start training in Week 8 and 9, with the season
starting Week 1 or 2 of Term 4.

If you would like to volunteer to help coach or manage a team
please either call Eliott on 385 8514 ext 844 for information
about being a volunteer or go online at
www.wegc.school.nz/student/sport for an application form.

Book Launch

At the end of August
staff member Saradha
Koirala had the launch
of her book of poetry,
‘Wit of the Staircase’.
It is available at Unity
Books.

Prior to working at

WEGC she completed a

Masters in  Creative

Writing at  Victoria

University and she is
currently teaching English and helping to supervise the library.
Earlier in the year she worked with students on their own work
in the Creative Writing elective.

Images of (from left to right) Bhavisha performs with the Indian Group, inter-house netball, two of the models prepare for the fashion
show and the Bledisloe netball team get read for their game




Rain Water Harvesting - Raffle Winners

Mid winter raffle 1st D Butcher
2nd R McK:itterick
Natalie Julian
Breannah Moore

Iko lko raffle
Grocery raffle

Together the raffles raised $1059.00.

We would like to thank all those who supported our fundraiser
- New World, ko Iko, Butlers, Frutti, Starbucks, Mediterranean
Food Warehouse, Curves, Mr Bun, Alasia, Liquor King, Civic
Video, Palmers Garden World, Strathmore 4 Square and The
Vault.

Due to circumstances beyond our control the fundraiser
screening of ‘UP’ has been cancelled.

History Classes’ Trip to Vietham Fundraiser

Spotlight on Achievement and Learning

Growing Commitment

Often high achieving academic students are left to
their own devices to try and manage the heavy
workload of NCEA internals, extra-curricular
commitments, leadership roles and having a life
outside of school. G.R.O.W. aims to make sure
these students continue excelling while keeping
their sanity.

Amy Perkins, who is also in charge of the the senior Gifted
and Talented programme, started G.R.O.W. last term. It is
designed to help students to think carefully about how to best
prioritise their academic demands.

G.R.O.W. stands for ‘Goal, Reality, Options, Willing to
Commit’.  While there are students who are in both
programmes, it differs from Gifted and Talented in that the
focus is more on NCEA results rather than extension
opportunities, and it encompasses a much larger group of
students.

Over a hundred students were identified as being potential
candidates. Year 13 and 12 students who had gained (or
gotten close to) an excellence endorsed certificate in NCEA
last year and Year 11 students who had gained placings in
their junior classes were invited to join. Over 70 students
opted into the programme, far exceeding expectations.

Miss Perkins then had the job of carefully grouping them into
clusters of between four and six students, which target
common needs and of then matching these gruops with
teachers. For example, one group has students who all have
to create folios for practical subjects, which can be a massive
undertaking.

Groups meet regularly at school as well as having a Moodle
support forum online. At meetings they have so far worked on
evaluating their performance and effort so far and setting
goals for the rest of the year. The aim is for students who are
clustered together to be able to support each other, as well as
using their teacher as a source of strategies.

Romana Vella of Year 13 openly acknowledges that she is in
the ‘poor time management cluster. “It's like we're
floundering little fish and Miss needs to poke us with a stick so
that we can get into the ocean and swim.”

She admits the hardest part of the programme so far has been
sitting down and truthfully graphing where her effort and
achievements are for each of her subjects, but she joined the
group for this very reason. “l need to be held accountable —
that works for me.”
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Images of (from left to right) junior speech competition finalists, a performer from the Year 12 Drama production of ‘Antigone’, part of the
staff orchestra and Tema with her cup for the Samoan speech competition




