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Principal’s Message 
 
Tena koutou katoa 
 
Last year we started talking to the New 
Zealand Council for Educational 
Research (NZCER) about curriculum 
change, learning and community 
partnerships.  We are interested in 
finding new ways as a school community 
to work together to create responses to 
the issues which we face in education.   
 
NZCER shares that interest and are 

keen to work with schools and communities to support 
different ways of doing things.  We have entered into a project 
along with other schools called Families’ and Communities’ 
Engagement in Education (FACE).    
 
As part of this we will be hosting an evening next term in 
which Year 10 students will talk about their ideas on learning 
and schools.   Jane Gilbert, senior researcher at NZCER, will 
talk with us about 21st Century Learning.  Jane has been 
involved in research and writing about schooling, knowledge 
and educational change.  I am keen to see lots of parents, 
caregivers, students and staff at this event.   
 
It will be followed on 2 November by a presentation by Guy 
Claxton, a writer and researcher who has published 
extensively on ‘Learning Power’.  He will talk about how 
children learn, why schools must change and what parents 
and teachers can do about it.   
 
NZCER are offering this opportunity to school communities 
involved in the FACE project, at no cost.  I look forward to 
seeing you at these events. 
 
Sally Haughton 
 

 
28 October  7.00pm Thinking about Learning 
   Year 10 Students and 
   Jane Gilbert 
   WEGC 
 
2 November  6.30pm What’s the Point of  
   School? 
   Guy Claxton 
   Randwick School 
   Lower Hutt  
    

 
BOT Student Representative Elections 

 
The school has completed the elections for a WEGC Board of 
Trustees Student Representative, 2009/2010.  We were 
fortunate to have two students nominated and the whole 
school voted on Friday 18 September.  The successful 
candidate was Emily Wilson and she took office from 25 
September 2009. 

WEGC Dates for Term 4 
 
October 13 Samoan Parents’ Association 6pm 
  14 Mufti Day (Samoan Relief)  
   Drama Performance – Hall 7pm 
  15-20 Year 10 Exams 
  16 Yr11-13 reports posted 
  19 Level 2 Music recital 6pm 
  21 Old Girls Assn Meeting 5.30-7pm 
   Sports Prize Giving 7.30pm 
  22 Parents Assn Meeting 
  23 Samoan Relief Fundraiser 6.30pm 
  26 LABOUR DAY 
  27 Board Meeting 6pm 
  28 Thinking about Education presentation 
   at 7.30pm 
  28-29 Vocal Studies Recital 6pm 
November 2 Old Girls’ Assn Meeting 5.30-7pm 
   Chamber Music Soiree – 6pm Rm 1 
   Guy Claxton ‘Learning Power’ 
  3 Whanau Tutahi 6pm 
  5 Vic Uni Info Evening 
  8 CSW Sports Person of Year Dinner 
  8 WEGC Old Girls’ Lunch 
  12 8.45 -12.00 Prize Giving rehearsal 
   Town Hall – all students 
   7pm Prize Giving ceremony Town Hall 
   14 NCEA External Assessments start 
  18 Old Girls’ Meeting 5.30pm 
  19 Parents’ Assn Meeting 7.30pm 
  20 Teacher Only Day  
  24 Board Meeting – Te Kura Maori 3.40pm 
December 2 NCEA External Assessments end 
  3-4 Duke of Ed Bronze Qualifying Expedition 
  3 Book Returns 12.30 – 2.30pm 
  8 Board Meeting 6pm 
  11 Final Assembly – Prefects announced 
   Junior Reports distributed – End of Term 
 
 

BOT Spot  
 
At the September meeting the Board made some changes as 
to how we communicate with parents . Minutes  of each 
month’s Board meeting will be available at the school office, 
on request. This will start from the end of October. The 
agenda for each month’s meeting will be published on the 
BOT section of the school website  on the Thursday of the 
week before meeting.  
 
The Trust for the new swimming pool  has now been 
established.  Brett Lineham is the school representative on the 
Trust. The project is likely to cost between 1.5 and 2 million 
dollars.  The trustees have been engaged in discussion with 
the City Council about their potential involvement.  
 
Linda Todd, HOD ESOL , reported to the Board on the work 
carried out by her department with students who do not speak   
English as their first language. The range of programmes and 
activities run by Linda’s team is impressive and the Board was 



 

impressed by the positive approach taken to the complex 
challenges faced by ESOL teachers. 
 
Early next year there will be a new round of elections  for BOT 
parent representatives. There are likely to be number of 
vacancies, so we encourage parents to think about standing 
as a candidate for BOT election.  This is a very interesting 
way to be involved in your daughter’s education.  If you would 
like to find out more about being a BOT member, please 
contact me, Doug Ferry, on 934 7344. 
  
Doug Ferry – Chairperson 
 

WEGC Parents’ Association 
 
If you would like to be put on to an email list for future events, 
please email donna.smith@rongotai.school.nz.   

 
GO Wellington Snapper Cards 

 
Snapper is now available to children as a way 
to pay for their fares on GO Wellington buses.  
By ‘snappering’ their bus fares, children 
attending full time school will automatically be 

entitled to a 20% discount off the cash price of a single child 
bus fare. 
 
These are the following dates to support a smooth transition 
for children to make the move to Snapper: 
·  From Sunday 11 October 2009 , child 10 trip tickets will 

no longer be sold. 
·  From Thursday 31 December 2009 , 10 trip tickets will no 

longer be able to be used on GO Wellington buses. 
·  From Friday 1 January 2010 , any remaining value on 

child 10 trip tickets can be refunded. 
·  Refunds will remain available from GO Wellington until 30 

June 2010. 
 

If children currently use a monthly Bus King  pass, there is no 
change at present.  However, 30 day passes will be able to be 
loaded on to a Snapper in the near future. 
 
If the student already has a Snapper School ID card, then this 
already entitles them to the child discounted fare and they 
don’t need another Snapper. 
 

Prizegiving – Thursday November 12 th  7.30pm 
 
We wish to invite all families and friends to this 
important event on our school calendar, held at 
the Wellington Town Hall.  This is a wonderful 
occasion to celebrate student success and 
achievement. 
 
All students, including Years 11, 12 and 13, are required to 
attend both the rehearsal and evening prize-giving.   
 
Rehearsal 

·  8.45am-12noon 
·  Special school buses will take students directly to the 

Town Hall in the morning 
 
Prizegiving 

·  Students to be in formal school uniform  (blazer, long 
sleeved white blouse, tie, black stockings and shoes) 

·  Students sit downstairs - seated by 7pm 
 

Parents’ and Students’ Cars 
 
Please help us to keep our students/staff safe.  
We ask parents not to drive into the school 
grounds when dropping off or collecting 
students , except in an emergency.  All of our 
students walk up the driveway from 8.00am onwards and 
unfortunately there is no footpath.  
 
We also ask that you observe the yellow no-parking lines at 
the school entrance  and do not park in such a way that 
places students at risk as they enter and leave the school.  
Please arrange to meet your daughter further away from the 
school gates.   Unauthorised vehicles are towed away.  
 

Gateway News 
 
The Gateway year has seen over 40 students 
in a variety of workplaces.  We have one 
student placed in a primary school completing 
the Teacher Aide Certificate, a student working 
as a journalist for a newspaper and another at a veterinary 
clinic.  Two students were offered holiday work during the 
September holidays.   
 
Students develop confidence in their ability to manage in the 
wider world and gain the knowledge and skills required for 
smooth transitions from school.   
 
2010 Gateway Programme 
 
In Term 4 students will be interviewed for placements next 
year.  Any students interested in joining the programme who 
have not  indicated this on their intention sheet must see Ms 
Latta in the Careers room or Mrs van Driel at the Gateway 
office as soon as possible to complete an application form. 
 
We are always pleased to hear from potential employers in 
the wider school community interested in offering workplace 
opportunities.  For further information please contact the 
Gateway Administrator, Anita van Driel – DDI (04) 801 0425 
or 0274 930035, or the Gateway Coordinator, Sharyn Latta – 
DDI (04) 801 0429 or  0274 493 0049. 



 

Net Safe Website 
 
For information, help and advice on how to be safe in cyber-
space, see the resources and advice now available on 
www.netsafe.org.nz.  This resource is produced in 
consultation with the NZ Police and Telecom and has useful 
tips on what do about cyber-bullying and how to avoid getting 
involved in criminal activities on the web. 
 

Debating – Senior Cert 1  
 

The team made it all 
the way to the final 
of their grade, which 
comprised 62 teams 
from the wider 
Wellington region.   
 
In the final they 
negated the moot 

‘That the nation state is obsolete’ against Tawa College 3.  
Unfortunately, the judgement went against them 2 to 1, 
reflecting the closeness of the result.   
 
The third speaker on the night, Anna Rigg was named best 
speaker of the debate.  Congratulations also to Rowena 
Woodhams, Monika Mohenska and Abby Palmer!   
 

Sport 
 
Summer sports starts in either Week 1 or Week 2, depending 
on the level being played. All draws are on the notice-board in 
the sports centre.  There are a number of teams that still need 
adult managers. If you enjoy weekday sun and want to be 
involved with our fantastic students and sports teams, please 
contact Eliott Brookes in the Sports Centre, 385 8514 Ext 844. 
 
WEGC Badminton Cup Competition  
 
The WEGC Badminton Competition was held during 
lunchtimes near the end of Term 3.  There was a high level of 
competition and all finals were closely contested.   
Junior Singles 
1st   Mike Zollner,  2nd  Emma O’Neill,  3rd   Rangsey Mou 
Senior Singles 
1st   Cheyenne Harper,  2nd  Olena Khyto,  3rd  Dyani Harper 
Mixed Doubles 
1st   Hannah Caughley & Cheyenne Harper 
2nd   Victoria Miller & Dyani Harper 
3rd    Rangsey Mou & Hannah Kennerley 
 
Swimming – Wellington Short Course Championships 
 
These were held over two weekends in September and 
Samantha Lee broke three NZ and ten Wellington records.  
This is a huge achievement - congratulations Sam!  
 
100m butterfly (59.78 secs) 
Samantha achieved a NZ milestone, becoming the first NZ 
woman to swim a sub-minute 100m butterfly.  She held the 
existing NZ open record with a time of 1.00.11 seconds from 
October 2008.  Her new time also set records for NZ Age 
Group, Wellington Open and Wellington Age Group. 
50m butterfly - NZ Age Group, Wellington Open & Wellington 
Age Group records 
50m back –stroke - Wellington Age group record 
100m free (56.35 secs) - Wellington Age Group record  
100m back-stroke (1.02.20 secs) - Wellington Open & 
Wellington Age record 
50m free-style (26.20 secs) - Wellington Age Group record 
200m butterfly (2.15.99 secs) - Wellington Age Group record 
 

Surf Life Saving 
 
More records for Samantha Lee! 
NZ Spring Competition 
1st in 200m fly (2.11.49) - NZ age record (17), WLG open 
record, WLG age (17) record 
1st in 100m fly (59.02) - NZ open record, NZ age record (17), 
WLG open record, WLG age (17) record 
2nd in 50m fly (27.07) - NZ age record (17), WLG open 
record, WLG age (17) record 
 NZ Surf Life Saving Pool Champs 
1st in U19 100m obstacles -  NZ record 
1st in Open 100m rescue medley  NZ record 
1st in U19 200m obstacles  NZ record 
1st in U19 4x50 medley relay  NZ record 
2nd in Open 50m manikin carry  
3rd in U19 swim with fins 
 
Trampolining 
 
Rebecca Bishop of Year 13 recently competed at the North 
Island Trampolining Championships held in Auckland.   She 
was placed first in her age group with an 81.00 and is now the 
North Island Trampolining Champion in the 17+ age group.   
 
Nam Wah Pai Kung Fu Nationals – held in Hamilton 
 
Niamh Hammond was 1st in intermediate free sparring open 
grade (all belt ranks, weights, heights, etc, ages 14-18) and 
3rd in Kata 5.  Sylvia Gallagher was 3rd in Kata 4.   
 
Ultimate Frisbee -  National Indoor Championships 
 
In September Nicole van Kampen, Lexi Windsor, Marama 
Culliford and Gretchen Lummis of Year 12 attended Nationals 
in Palmerston North.  These girls are part of a team that has 
been playing together for less than a year and which has only 
two seasons of indoor experience.   

 
The WEGC Frizzee 
Rascals came 5th out of 
19 teams in the B Grade 
at Nationals.  They had 
their coach and one 
other male playing for 
them, but as this is an 
adult mixed grade with 
very few high school 
aged students, this 
result is amazing.   
 
The team has been, for 
some time, the talk of 

the Wellington Frisbee community as the future of women’s 
Ultimate and their coach,  Brennan Coulson, is extremely 
proud of them. 
 
Sports Prizegiving – Wednesday October 21st 
 
New Prizes 
This year the Sports Prizegiving is going to 
include some new prestigious awards that 
students have applied for and nominated others 
in. There will also be the usual MVP and MIP per 
team. 
 
The new awards are 

·  overall MVP for each major sporting code  
·  an overall MVP for specialist codes  
·  team of the year 
·  student coach of the year 
·  adult coach of the year 
·  WEGC sports-woman of the year 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Come and hear popular British education thinker, author 
and speaker Guy Claxton talk about how children learn, 
why schools must change to meet 21st century needs, and 
what teachers and parents can do about it. 
 
This session is for parents, whanau, teachers and anyone 
with an interest in education now and for the future. 
 
 
Where:   The School Hall 
  Randwick School 
  Moera 
  Lower Hutt 
 
When:  Monday 2 November 2009 
 
Time:  6.30 – 8.00pm 
 
 
The talk has been organised by the New Zealand Council 
for Education Research and there is no charge to attend. 
 
 
NZCER NEW ZEALAND COUNCIL FOR EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 
 


